the lunch date

Join Lillian Meidlinger every month wir

1 some of the most respected, infuentia

and even controversial women in the region. From

[_Hllit'-lﬂiilrlb [0 POELS, ACLIESSEs 1O Activists, pet the private dish on some of the area’s mos }J1||_1|"|¢' women. By [ilian King Me l'!“l'--"{]l—e'

of Lynch's Landing

Arnpei Baomilton s ihe Execulive Directorof Lynch's
|_.'_|r..:|i.-.,__'| ar :;g-:r._r_':]li v, i B .nrga:j wiilh IE:dir-;
the mevloizafion of downfcwn Lynchburg. There
couldn{ howe been o more oporopnofie =aifing
far my rendezvour with Angela fhon ihe restauranl
whare wa mal, Wolaritone Przea, Woteriicne iz one
of twio poplar resiouronis locotlad in fhe recarntly
renowated Croddock Temy Hofel, The hols! hos o
org and mterssfing hislory, His located mwhol was
sncE the Croddock-Temy Bnoe Corporgtion focfony
ond a tobocco stioge worghowss, This locale
really showcoses whal you con do when you polish
up the ofd and pair it with fhe naw

The hofel and it restauranls e slallo
exampées of the dreclion Lynch's Londing s driving
downtown Lyric hr_:_r'-_;_ "Il ol it smnall city chic with
O loreety dose of Southarm hospitolly. Angalo hesell
embodiss thase nobons
and commiiied 1o moving downlown Lynchizung
torwaord. She s professonal, polished ond welk
spokan. Al fhe same tims. Angsla was o small

o girl whe Ihought of Lynchbung os the big city

Sha is smort, moltivated

growing wp, She B roobed o her community and
ives on o rencyaled famm wilh her bustand ond £
vaar-old daughier. & down o =sarth parson, Angeia
i= jusl osliksly o be found sringing hobday ights
dowenilown as she is ho be heading o o forum of
Lynchbaung's heowy hittees. [id | manfion ghe & also
quite shylizh ond looks iobulcus in oronge?

LE M Why don't you start by giving me on overview
af Lymch's Landing,

AH: Lynch's Landing is a not-for-profit ongaisizacion dha
has bwwn chiarged with the revielization of downrows

Lynchburg, It b part of the Viggnia Main Stroo

/e bello s

Program which & parr of the Matiopal Tost for Hiscoric
[Yresepwatinn, |_!.-||.-I||. JJ|1|.'|||':J__I. r|'|r-||||_1'll O PRCEFATS
through  our events, through panpering with  othes
orpanizations (haoth me-for: profic as-well as with the Ciry
of Lynchburgl, pushes inisatves and fcilicues iniriarives
rhar are revializi ng, dommirown |.:.-'|'r.'|1|'h||@ ||'.rn|||_5h bricks
and morar” projects and events that reinrroducs people
o downeown. [We dlen help] merchants and business
owners come downtown, find spaces downiown, and

thrive in thar environmen:

LEM: For those of us not up on local history, kell me
why II's called Lynch's Landimng.

|'5.H:Z |.||1n |.'. n.'||. whio vens the foarnder of |._.'n|'|||‘|||r_|:.
landed righr down the sreer here. He came down che
fomes River ond decided o mar a F:-I.'ll service to e
people back and Forth fram the Amberst side of the fver
to the Lynchhung side of the fver, Thars where we o
pur name and where Linchburg also goe irs name, from
John Lynch whio was o pood Chisaker gentleman and made

Lynchburg his home and a cicy,

LEM: Can you give me some examples of standaut
things you have done in the las! lew years?

AH: One of mir sandout achieremens & that we were
recopmizod 35 o Manional Main Sereet Communine as a
Main Sereer Award Winmer in DA, Tln-:n' oy chonge 5o
many every other year s we were of the few chosen.

As far as o bricks and monar projecs, 1 think
ome of the sipnamire pieces of downrown i Monumens
Termce: We h;||'-|-r] raiee thi= funds to restore M onumend

Terrace so char it could conmnue o b g safe environmens

e T

Mhela Dl Humpo lef Dominlen 13
fesr penple o climb the §39 sreps (6F they would Fike!), bus
ale vo bt amy archirecrural centerpives for downrown. You
can see it Frorm the top of Stk Sereet to tle bogroan of Seh
Srreet:it's righs in the middle of town. It really 3 place of
pride not only for Lynchburgers, bur thac's als the place
where all the war memorials are. As you go up o cach
termce, there sre maranments for war weterans of the civil
war and all the: wars up until present day.

And 1 think one of the ocher ':i;rl.lrl.ln- ||'.in_u;
thar we do-each and every vear is-a wincer lighs display
Wi [uE e af rhinasinds |||'-|I_u,|1l-\. up in M orrizon Carden
whiich is’ ar the eptrance to town. on the Sch Soreer end of

rarw, & that peopte can be welcomed o downiown by a

heawriful fighr display thar chanpes just abour every vear.

LEM: Is thal the one that was In Southem Living?
[Mete: Lyneh's Landing was fleclured in the
December 2008 Bave ol Touthem Living,]

AH: That's the onel Thar was me climbirz up the e
LEM: Sa you are really honds-on!

AH: 1t really is a hands-om jioh! Ag ] xaid in the Seubhen
Liviug armicle, wou can find yourselfas the director of an
O AT FI T lilke this |.'|ui|'||_l_ almaoi anything ar almos
srvrime and thar goes from dimbing in s buckes ik
to put up Chrisemas fighes ro @iking wo property owners
and -.".-.-\'-:-Iuru-.'; Exi l.'.--lrl.u:'ml: with Main Soreet merchanms.
You're n.-.1.||:|.' wnr|.‘i||g with o wide yvarie Ty of individuals ro

malie dovenrorwn works

LEM: Tell me aboul the Southam Living oficle, Did
you go fo them? O did they come o you?



- r

AH: They :|-|.|.I.I:|].|!| cartie bows, They bad vislied Lg.'eu.'||.|.1m|.'.
For a touriem plece 2 oumber of v apo, found
downtowin and had kept an eve onley and then decided
"DRE. now's the tine” T|'||.'!r really are a grsil group ol
rdivdduals, Whar 1 liked abous Jeso nely was that le was
ot andy a recognitien of what Lyach s Landing has done
bt alwevaf what pri¥ale insestore adnd l|:||.'c|1_l.' have dodie 1o
ke downtown o success and o keep moving downtown
fsrward, And to show that it truly is o collaborative effore;
theire's itk onc |lrg.|.|1i1::|!|-'-|| O e dq."--\.']l.l|.1|.'r or a ciky hj
el thar can turn downtown around, Te's bringing all
those parthes to the table 2t the mphe e to push tha

L‘_..'_Lrldil

LEM: Whot sorts of events does Lynch's Landing
host?

AH: We host cvents [or anywhere from 20 1o 4000
e, We host downrown foruime o thar we can educate
prople downtown and educate the general public abosis
cuclting things that are golng on downtown llke dhie
_[l.'ﬂr.'r:-l'lh Strewt Maorth Pt la cors ek el We
cany pee outslide the window of WarerStone] and change
that we ane making to parking to make it more custamer-
sl bl ibes-frlendly, Those will uswally attmce anywhon
Froam: 20 40 50 people;

The bipgest signature event that we do every vear
atnd weve boert dolig It fore the past 17 years b Friday
Chewrs, our comeert serles that goes fror May through
Mipust every Friday night. "We have lecal, megional and
eveit iationalacts that will eome. Wi have any where From
two to three (sometimes clase o fosr) thowand people
catne o1 Prickae slehie. It kind of vour after five Friday
let-yorinr-habe-dowin and relax event, We hold them n two
|ocations: the Commmenity Marker and Riverbrone Festival
Park. That's why the Improvements are being done to the
|.u:r|; pe, s that wie cas ke 8 pissd of ai event v
from a structural standpeitit, not only for the events we do

bud alao to attrce others to hold events downtown
LEM; What all are you doing to the park?

AH: We're putting moa permancnt stage plaza, with
sovtmme permabient tnfrostroceune ke water and dectricier,
But we're alsu puteing b infrstrocture thar will suppor

privitc drt'l.']-l|.lr|1|.'||l LE _I-.'Ifn:r*cl'-lz Strewt. Thore are plans

Fer comdnmlnivens and retabl spees, We hope 1 be able
tor sprread that development from one end of Jefferon
Sereet to the other: This will ke abour o year and [+ will
be o e bt then w will be really, really nace!

[ chink that Riverside Festival Pack |5 the mos
exciting project we have poing o from a cov-wide
perpective, but oneof the dilngs thar we're neally excited
alwwut from a Lyoch's Landing perspective is that we'ne
redolng all of our branding for downtown and focusing
irwrte on b dewntown into 4 destination not anly
For people who are traveding fromm out of town but for our
pwn docal eliteems who have been taught for so many vimm

“go out to the sdmrbs, go shep ar the mall™ [We hope|

i rl.'llll.h.ldl.h’.\.' I|:||.'r|| i -ill B | -I.I1L‘I L] r|:|:||||:|ﬂ fl:ll\.'ﬂl. IZIII

the Fond memories they may kave had of downtown o a

child.

LEMN: Whot do you meon by “rebraonding™?
Changimg the PR and thal sorf of thing?

AH: Changing the Public Relations, but abso totally
redolig our web wlie and making 1t so that's the place
Ko gy i Vou Sl o ks .||1:.'|!E||r|;.: aboist downeowi
We als want to carry that further tnro advertsing, and
having public sedatbons opportunities s that people an:
beginning to hear the sory of downtown Lynchbueg, One
of the things that non-profit srganizations are somet| mes
ot rzlly good ab dengg e wlling ther own sory and
talliirig ahouit thelr i accomplishrments dnd 'what they
arg Erveig to dos In o cases 10 tornbng downiown inte a

Vibrant, fun place 1o be

LEM: Tell me about your membership and how you
are run.

AH: We have a wlduntoor board that consists of |6
imwrmbers, They ruiage From individuals who ane erested
in downtown and commicted o dowdtown o the lange
carporatiots that see downtown not only as an econormbc
develnprment tool but 2s o recruiting toal for them toe areracs
taleng Lo ]_.I-'I:Il.l‘llill.lr_lu' and Jul.|:- taliend here i L.|'|||.|||1|.||_|.:
The bosrd bs committed to downmown and they show that
it analy theonagh comting to biard mieetings but dhroagh
working  ar - events, through neewoding with  other
el ividials, and effecoively wdling the story of downtown
[t e & very supportive board and [ greae v be able o
work with them because it truly is o parnenship, All of
ua are very conmected o the commundey anad [ think tha
tmsthies bmuich easher for we v bRl osir erkesken,
Aiinther l|1:||||.: i the wonderhil F-‘i.lll.IILr.‘\-:Ili[.' W
haave with the ciry, Te's o wonderhd colliboration where we

ane both .II"I\'.' [ !‘\-1.I.|.'l|:||'|r|. downiewn i oar own ways

LEM: How many volunfeers do you have on your
rosfer?

AH: W have 1 core group of valisnteers that we cll our
“supervison” who work for Friday Cheers. Many of them
have been with ug the entire gme thar we've been d-.ullg
Friday Cheers. That's o growp of about 40 individuals thas
wtarie put every” Friday to help us, They alse hadp us with
some of dur other events like Holiday. Traditlons. Then
we have volunteen who will come sut and hdp w with
specific projocts who alse work with us on our commitiees
We haavie Fosir comimbrress thit focus on deslizn, economibe
restructuring or economic development, promotion and
prgriization, which s the committec thar pute all the

SLrLCE e an .|"JIILI.' o rI'I.IIi.L' L:-'rII'J'I -'I LEIHIJ.ITIH g |r|L.

LES: Tell me whal's coming up on your events
colendar. You've got Friday Cheers storling wp

ogain in May. Whaot else?

AH: Friday Cheers will stare up again in May but we
will also be scheduling some downtown forums o mlk
alwmit the devdlopments on Jelferson Steeet, changes |n
FurLIuE.' aned wie'll also be !'ﬂh.:II-L'I.'IJIJrIF i tetall events s
that we can highlight our merchants and our cestaurants

downtown, Chrr downtewn forems and oo downtewn

walkaboaits ane where we've aaked our mencleants e stay
opren a Hetle bonger so that people can comie by after wodk.
eiperience what they have, and really begin o devdop
that relafionship becmse T thind thar's what™s 5o special
abaut ertreprenvurs along Maln Stréer and in downgown:
vou begin to develop a relationship with that shop owne
s that vou et thar phone cll o thar e-rmall when they

kll'::"l"l |]IH| HHH.Ld'IIfIH il I.IL'.' II.R.I.!I SRS 10 LD f]lt‘lr II1I'||'.'

LES: Tell me aboult how you came fo Lynch's
Landing.

AH: T think by going o UVA T defindeely caugln dhe
history bug. Tn my past life, bofore 1 came o Lyich's
Landing: T worked in senior housing and nally came 1o
bedieve in the not-for-prafic philosaply of doing frsines
| wanted to sty b the non-profansas, had 2 backsround
i markesing, and had repositioned and also helped with
deimyg sommie Green Frelds and Blise Skiles peopects i senior
himesi g, Really & was about creating a lifostyle and being
able to communleate thar story of “Hey, wouldn't you
wiand o Hve hore? Waulde'e voeo wane to éomse here 1o
thils -:.'|1|1|.|:||.l.||1||::|'5'" ||'[.'llu ehilnk adhout (6 i'E the viact giifte
thing with downtown, To be able 0 sy, "Come back 1o
downicwi. Hem |5 all thar we have 1o offer whether vou
want to live here. work here, or play here, Here are the

tiandmeds of dilngs that we can offer yon”
LEM: Are you a nofive Lynchburger?

AH: [ am not a pave Lyochburger: T am o native
"'|'1r;;|1|.|.'|r| |"I.Ll|.|.1||:r [ was finst ttroduced &0 dowmiown
Lipischbung becasse 1 had an annt whe lived bere when 1
was 3 arinall ehilds for mee. comlbng beve was “combng to the
bigcley,” Tr was at o vitse whien the depantinent stores wene
stfll alomg Main Steeer 5o for me, working in dowmtosn
Lyinchbung and tryling oo evitalize b beings @ sense of
nestalgta becawse 1 retember chinking. “ Ol gréat, 1 get to
g0 vha myaung and she s goig to Gke me downtown and
we'me going to o shepping.” So T think o'y remembenang
tlal anid Ly e L pestore Eliae sefise .--|'|1||-.|.1|5_-|;1 loar |.l-=i.l|.1|q.

bt abio ehat sense of exelevment

LEM: What would you say is your proudest

ochievement since yowr arival at Lyneh's

Landing?

AH: 1 think my proudest achicvement s continuing
tar e the ongantiation forvard, continsing (o make
oo EVerils oxCEing I]|.|1|.5.'5. tlaat |.‘l'|q.'ﬂ|.' want Lo attend.
bt -also thar we're shifting the focus of the organizaton
e toward madketing downtown and marketing it asa

destlation

LEM: What do you find most chollenging about
your job?

AH: The bigpest challenge bk that you are working with a
erosssecton of the population. So belng g people nogethe
e st imas D very d#fererie .1;.-;1.'I||J.1=-. I""“:'I"-""F thein
tar the table and gerthayg evervbody 1o common grmcnd,
preting evervhody to consensus, in challenging. ¥ou ane
dealing with &0 many different players and really baming
how to apprisch them i the tight way, We'ne moving the

agenda forward
LE&: What a fun jobl

AH: T a fun job and no day s ever the samed

Lilme Doy pislmgei orm Fe ool of meguope. Belom nhieg on ke curres
pouine oi liwebaios witer ord perea ey bnidled veie of bea, Llan sm e
Dirncdor of the Losged ges Oer Then Englak Cevtar by Bdusaier Dweslopgries
i A iden, Tt dlees s bt ool b vtk 18 educotion rersaich ared o8 idleme
loee of bovel o ploon reer ond doe. Bhw bas o beiosed bel ot pizebary
sirvaile B4, m Fieach lreei Bie Unvesity o Yopnie osd o Mossen's =
Lizgenl ez kom Geoipe Mesoe Unswmiy
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